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Ride for Huntington's Disease to
pedal through Robertsdale

Posted: Wednesday, June 12, 2013 8:00 am | Updated: 8:42

am, Mon Jun 17, 2013.

By John Underwood

independent@gulfcoastnewspapers.com | 0 comments

ROBERTSDALE, Alabama -- On Saturday, June 8 a

group of eight cyclists from Colorado, Ohio, Idaho and
California embarked on a 1,000 journey to raise money

and awareness for Huntington’s Disease, and you can

join them.

On Friday and Saturday, June 14 and 15, Pedal the Gulf

for Huntington’s Disease, which began seven days

before in Galveston, Texas, will pass through
Robertsdale, stopping at Bethel Baptist Church en route

to the Huntington’s Disease Society of America

Convention, which will be held June 21-23 in

Jacksonville, Fla.

“We’re a pretty informal group,” said Marie Nemec, who 

organized the first ride in 1999 with author Carmen Leal

and Charlotte Reicks. “We organize each ride based on
where the convention is going to be that year, then

backtrack from there. People who suffer from

Huntington’s Disease go through a very tough time and
we wanted to do something tough to support them and

raise awareness for the disease.”

You can join as a guest rider. All you have to do is

contact Nemec by calling 970-250-5997 or email
ronnemec@gmail.com and let her know where you

would like to join the ride and how long you can ride

with them. You need to bring your own bicycle and you
have to make arrangements for your own return.

Huntington’s Disease is a neurological, genetic disease

passed from parent to child that affects about one in
10,000 Americans. The disease causes degeneration of

brain cells, resulting in the loss of ability to walk, think,

talk, reason and swallow.

This year’s ride, and the 14 others that have been held before, is an epic journey whose roots began 46 years ago
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when Marjorie Guthrie, widow of folk singer Woody Guthrie, founded the Committee to Combat Huntington’s

Disease in 1967.

The group evolved into the Huntington’s Disease Society of America, which will hold its 28th annual convention this

year.

In 1997, Nemec and Leal, author of Faces of Huntington’s Disease, met on the Christian Writer’s Group list
Website and the ride was born after Nemec attended the 13th Annual HDSA Convention in Denver in 1998.

She has since participated in all 15 rides beginning with Bike for the Cure ‘99 from Santa Monica, Calif., to

Chincoteague, Va. Last year’s ride, Venture to Vegas, went from Grand Junction, Colo., to Las Vegas.

Nemec met Reicks, who is also a resident of Grand Junction, Colo., through a mutual friend and the two have

paired up for every ride but one ever since. Reicks missed the 2000 ride. Other participants include Gary Heiman

of West Jefferson, Ohio, Sherri Kole of Lewiston, Idaho, Mary Ann Taylor of Truckee, Calif., Heather Chynoweth of

Fruita, Colo., Hope Chynoweth of Grand Junction, Colo., and Devon Walker of Columbus, Ohio.

This year’s ride will be held in the memory of Debby Sue Martin, who died March 2 of this year. While the ride has

passed through the Mobile area before, Nemec said, this is the first time the route will take them through

Robertsdale.

On Friday, June 14, riders will go from Ocean Springs, Miss., to Robertsdale, then on Saturday, June 15 will ride

from Robertsdale to Crestview, Fla.

In addition to being a guest rider, you can make a donation to the HDSA. You can mail a donation to Pedal the Gulf
for HD c/o Marie Nemec, 3087 - A 1/2 Road, Grand Junction, CO 81503-9678. You can also make a donation

through the secure website, www.firstgiving.com/bikeforcure.

You can also purchase a T-shirt by making a check payable to Marie Nemec to the same address listed above.
T-shirts cost $15 for a short sleeve, adult sizes Small to XL; $18 for short sleeve, XXL and XXXL; or $20 for a long

sleeve, any adult size, plus $4 for postage.

Nemec will also be blogging along the route. You can subscribe by sending an email to ronnemec@gmail.com and
the ride can be tracked at www.bikeforthecure.org.

For more information about the HDSA, call 1-800-345-HDSA or go to www.hdsa.org. Information about the HD

Advocacy Center can be found at www.hdac.org; and the HD Lighthouse at www.hdlighthouse.org.

Posted in Area news, Community, Gulf visitor guide on Wednesday, June 12, 2013 8:00 am. Updated: 8:42 am.

Recommended by

Calendar

July 2013

today's events browse submit

Popular Commented Facebook Activity

Stories

Photos

Videos

Homes Jobs Cars

Ride for Huntington's Disease to pedal through Robertsdale - GulfCoast... http://www.gulfcoastnewstoday.com/area_news/article_bd8c43fc-d1e7-1...

2 of 4 7/14/2013 3:58 PM



 posted: July 05

Great level buildable lot in the heart

of old Daphne.

$64,900

 Updated: July 08

Proposed Construction. Drawing is

representative. Spacious living and

kitchen area.

$232,790

 posted: July 02

Mobile home with a large kitchen

and plenty of counter

$900

More Homes

Homes

Stocks

Enter symbol Get Quote
Symbol lookup

 Nyse ETF 86.56
0.08 0.09% 

 Nasdaq 3600.08
21.78 0.61% 

 S&P 500 1680.19
5.17 0.31% 

 Russell 2K 1036.52
3.345 0.324% 

 10Yr Bond 2.601
0.027 1.05% 

Active Markets
Last Updated: 6:55PM CDT 07/12/2013

1
Keep it Clean.

Please avoid obscene, vulgar,

lewd, racist or sexually-

oriented language.

2
Don't Threaten or Abuse.

Threats of harming another

person will not be tolerated.

AND PLEASE TURN OFF

CAPS LOCK.

3
Be Truthful.

Don't knowingly lie about

anyone or anything.

4
Be Nice.

No racism, sexism or any sort

of -ism that is degrading to

another person.

5
Be Proactive.

Use the 'Report' link on each

comment to let us know of

abusive posts.

6
Share with Us.

We'd love to hear eyewitness

accounts, the history behind

an article.

Rules of Conduct

Forgot?

Screen Name or Email

Password

Or, use your linked account:

Welcome to the discussion.

Login

facebook

Need an account? Create one now.

Ride for Huntington's Disease to pedal through Robertsdale - GulfCoast... http://www.gulfcoastnewstoday.com/area_news/article_bd8c43fc-d1e7-1...

3 of 4 7/14/2013 3:58 PM



Sections

Home

Area News

Sports

Opinion

School

People

Obituaries

Photos

Videos

Online Features

Weather

Services

About/Contact

Personnel

Advert ise

Subscript ion Services

Submiss ion Forms

Site Index

Add Search Toolbar

Contact us

gulfcoastnewstoday.com

GulfCoastNewsToday.com

Phone number: 251.947.7712

E-mail:

webmaster@gulfcoastnewspapers.com

Address: 21764 Media Dr.

Robertsdale,  Alabama 36567

All

T he Courier

T he Is lander

T he Independent

T he Baldwin T imes

T he Foley  Onlooker

Area  News

Sports

School

Obituaries

Opinion

People

Search

 

Search in:

Photos

Video

© Copyright 2013, GulfCoastNewsToday.com, Robertsdale, Alabama. Powered by BLOX Content Management System from TownNews.com. [Privacy Policy]

Stocks

Enter symbol Get Quote
Symbol lookup

 Nyse ETF 86.56
0.08 0.09% 

 Nasdaq 3600.08
21.78 0.61% 

 S&P 500 1680.19
5.17 0.31% 

 Russell 2K 1036.52
3.345 0.324% 

 10Yr Bond 2.601
0.027 1.05% 

Active Markets
Last Updated: 6:55PM CDT 07/12/2013

Ride for Huntington's Disease to pedal through Robertsdale - GulfCoast... http://www.gulfcoastnewstoday.com/area_news/article_bd8c43fc-d1e7-1...

4 of 4 7/14/2013 3:58 PM


